Watch your savings
go through the ro

Installing solarvpanels can pay off in terms of both money
saved and money earned, reports Kara Gammell
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WHEN Chris and Diana Rigby had solar panels
installed on the roof of their terraced house in
London fast month, the decision was an ethical
nd financial one. .

* Mr Rigby (pictured), an antique furniture
restorer, said that they were receiving such a
paltry rate on their savings, that the couple
began to look at other methods of generating
a good return on their money. :

He said: “We had always liked the idea of
generating solar power, but when | read about
the Feed-in-Tariffs, it just seemed to be a-

muich better deal than leaving our money
in the bank.

Mr Rigby said that he hopes to see his
electricity bills virtually disappear over the
next year, and anticipates that his panels will
generate at least a 6pc return on their
investment: “We paid £8,500 for the six Sanyo
hybrid panels that are now on our south-
facing roof and were fortunate to receive a
grant of over £2,000 from the Government as
an incentive. Our energy provider, EDF, will
pay us 41.3p for each kilowatt hour (kWh) of
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energy that we generate, so it looks likewe
will see a return of upwards of 6pc.”

Mr Rigby said that installation by
Solarcentury took just a day and the six panels
now coverjust over half ofhisroof. .

“The whole process was.easy enough to do,
and now that we are up and running, we can
feel good that we are doing our bit for the
environment while maximising our finances,”
he said. "If only we had more room on the
roof, then we could have more panels and
really start making some money.”
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